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Founded in 1908, the National Governors Association (NGA) is the collective voice of the nation’s governors and one of
Washington, D.C/'s most respected public policy organizations. Its members are the governors of the 50 states, three territories,
and two commonwealths. NGA provides governors and their senior staff members with services that range from representing
states on Capitol Hill and before the Administration on key federal issues to developing and implementing innovative solutions
to public policy challenges through the NGA Center for Best Practices. For more information, visit www.nga.org/center/innovation.



Innovation America: A Final Report

students plan for the future by providing inspiring ideas for vari-
ous career pathways, and helps parents understand what skills their
children need to succeed in the innovation-based economy. The
site also will impart knowledge with content embedded in factoids,
activities, and games and offer teachers information to augment

and enhance their curricula.

As states advance efforts to incubate innovation and augment
STEM education in schools and universities—and create a world-
class education system to prepare students for the 21st century
economy—ryouinnovate21.net will be one among many tools to
nurture youths’ innate curiosity today and spark their aspirations

for tomorrow.

U.S. CuaMBER OF COMMERCE

NGA’s Innovation America and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
collaborated on an effort to enhance states’ innovation capacity
and economic prosperity. Governor Napolitano has met with state
and local chambers during her state travel to discuss state and local
competitiveness issues with the business community. She is giving
the keynote address at the U.S. Chamber’s Institute for a
Competitive Workforce (ICW) annual meeting in September,
where she will announce the “Tool Box for Innovation” to help
state chambers garner support and encourage the business commu-

nity to align the three key areas of innovation with their work.

Funding Innovation

STEM Center Grant Program and Network—Under this $3 million
program, six states will receive two-year challenge grants to
improve STEM education in their states and will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a network of STEM centers.
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Building Innovation Capacity

STEM

* By fall of 2007, all states will be invited to participate in a
STEM learning lab that focuses on the success and lessons
learned from Alabama’s STEM initiatives. The workshop will
allow states to exchange ideas and learn from each other as

well as from national STEM education experts.

* NGA will create a STEM Communications Toolkit that will
be available to all states to assist them in talking with key
stakeholders—business groups, educators, parents, and stu-

dents, among others—about the importance of STEM.

POSTSECONDARY

* NGA will convene private sector leaders, regents, and state

governors’ staff on the postsecondary education compact.

ReGIONAL INVESTMENTS

* NGA is sponsoring a $300,000 policy academy for six states

to help them develop regional innovation strategies.

Conclusion

We'll continue to build on the strong foundation set this year by
the Innovation America Task Force so that, even as we turn to other
topics important to the nation, our work in innovation continues
to thrive and becomes a routine part of policymaking for the gov-

ernors of today and for the leaders of the future.



Resources

Interested in learning more about /nnovation America? All of the

reports summarized in this compendium can be downloaded from

NGA’s website, www.nga.org/center/innovation.

A Call to Action: Why America Must Innovate. By Everett
Ehrlich, an economic consultant based in Washington, D.C.,
and 1993-1997 undersecretary of commerce for economic

affairs.

Building a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
Agenda. By Charles N. Toulmin and Meghan Groome, senior
policy analysts in the Education Division of the NGA Center
for Best Practices, with key contributions from the Bill &

Melinda Gates Foundation and other external partners.

A Compact for Postsecondary Education. By Christopher
Hayter, program director for Economic Development at the
NGA Center for Best Practices.

Cluster-Based Strategies for Growing State Economies. By
Dr. Stuart Rosenfeld, president of Regional Technology
Strategies, Inc., and co-edited by Stephen Crawford, director
of the Social, Economic and Workforce Programs Division at
the NGA Center for Best Practices, and Randall Kempner,
vice president, Regional Innovation, at the Council on
Competitiveness. The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation

contributed financial support and expertise to this effort.

The 2007 State New Economy Index: Benchmarking
Economic Transformation in the States. By Dr. Robert
Atkinson, president of the Information Technology and
Innovation Foundation (ITIF), and Daniel K. Correa,
research assistant at ITIF. The Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation sponsored production of this special edition of
the 2007 State New Economy Index and granted NGA

permission to publish it.

Investing in Innovation. By Mary Jo Waits, director of the
Pew Center on the States in partnership with the NGA Center
for Best Practices. The Pew Center on the States funded this
guide, with additional financial support and expertise provid-

ed by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation.
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The following supplementary information, which details an NGA-
sponsored survey and focus groups exploring the nation’s views on
innovation and its economic benefits, is also available. All of these
materials were prepared and presented by Dr. Frank Luntz, chair-
man and CEO of Luntz, Maslansky Strategic Research. The

Verizon Foundation funded this work.

e Americans Talk Innovation: A Presentation to the National

Governors Association.

® Americans Talk Innovation: An Analysis for America’s

Governors.

* Americans Talk Innovation: A Public Opinion Survey.
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